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MERREDIN — STATE FUNDING 

Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.20 pm]: I have a very brief member’s 
statement tonight. I recently went to the great wheatbelt community of Merredin, where I have been several times 
since becoming a member for Agricultural Region and since the McGowan government was elected in 2017. 
I thought to myself that I had been to Merredin a lot of times to present funding for projects in the area. Then 
I started to think about how well the community of Merredin has done since the election of the McGowan 
government, so I want to run through a few of the very good projects and community initiatives that are going on 
in the community. So in favour have I become with my regular presentations of funding grants to the Merredin 
community that while I was there last time, I was presented with this very fetching tie by the Shire of Merredin. 
I put on the public record my thanks to the shire. It is the first time I have ever been presented with a tie by 
a community. I am happily wearing it in the house today, members! 

The PRESIDENT: Member, I hope you are not going to wear the same tie every day, as you once did with your 
suit—that is not a challenge! 

Hon DARREN WEST: Madam President, I am talking about Merredin today. I am wearing the Merredin tie 
today and it may get a run in the future. It is a very fine looking tie. 

The community of Merredin is a major service centre for the eastern wheatbelt. It is a great community with some 
great people, good leadership from the local government and some really good community organisations. I went 
to the 100th Merredin Show earlier this year and had a great day there, talking to locals. All the great things that 
we are doing for the community in Merredin came across my mind. There is a major $17.4 million upgrade of 
Merredin hospital. 

Hon Martin Aldridge interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Darren West has the call. If you want to make additional comments, seek the call. 

Hon DARREN WEST: It has been completely funded by the McGowan government. 

Hon Martin Aldridge interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon DARREN WEST: The $15 million Central East Aged Care Alliance housing project will keep our elderly 
in the regions. There will be 72 houses. We are delivering that $15 million project to the eastern wheatbelt. 
A number of those dwellings will be built in Merredin. They are currently under construction. I recently went there 
and saw the tradesmen and tradeswomen working on those much-needed houses in the eastern wheatbelt. There is 
also a major upgrade to the St John Ambulance facility in Merredin. 

Hon Martin Aldridge interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, member! It has been a really long day and a member is on his feet giving a statement. 
It is really hard to hear him with everybody else yelling. We have plenty of time tonight, so if you feel that 
enthusiastic that you want to rise to your feet when he finishes, I will give you the call. Until then, be quiet. 

Hon DARREN WEST: Thank you, Madam President. I will direct my comments to you. I understand that some 
people in this house get a little bit excited when we talk up the regions, because members opposite constantly talk 
down our regional communities. I am taking this opportunity to talk up a really good community at Merredin and 
to acknowledge all the good work that goes on in that community and the support that we give that community, 
because they are great people in the community of Merredin. I really want to talk up the region and the community, 
so bear with me, members opposite. 

The state government has contributed $263 000 to the much-needed upgrade of the St John Ambulance facility. 
It is a dear old 1950s building that has been transformed by the McGowan Labor government into a new,  
state-of-the-art, modern facility with accommodation services so that when volunteers come in from out of town 
to give their valuable time and serve their community, they have somewhere to get a few winks of sleep should 
they be required to stay overnight. It is a great initiative and a good contribution from the state government. 

The old North Merredin Primary School has been transformed into a community space with a $186 000 grant. 
With the Cummins Theatre group, we are trying to get greater arts participation in Merredin. There is a very strong 
arts community there. The Merredin Repertory Club is a very strong community within the iconic Cummins Theatre. 
We have given the shire $80 000 to help promote arts at the Cummins Theatre and $27 426 for a youth pilot 
program to engage younger people in Merredin. As we know, the McGowan government is trying to keep younger 
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members of the community in regional areas. We know about the drain that has happened over the last decade and 
we are doing something about it. 

It is a really strong community and I acknowledge all the good work that goes on out there. It is not a new thing 
that the McGowan government has been providing much-needed funds. I acknowledge the late Hon Kim Chance, 
a former Leader of the House, whose home town was Merredin. Once upon a time, Merredin was a Labor seat, held 
by Jim Brown back in the 1970s. Peter Walsh, a great federal Labor finance minister during the Hawke days, was 
also from that part of the world. There has been a great contribution to the Labor Party and to Western Australian 
and Australian politics from that area. 

Back in 2004, the state government put half a million dollars towards building a new recreation centre in Merredin, 
and what a beautiful facility it is. It has served the community really well. The Minister for Regional Development 
has just announced a major upgrade of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development facility, 
which was damaged at Easter last year. This is a significant funding injection for the refurbishment and repair of 
that building. That is needed, because the Minister for Agriculture and Food has invested $45 million of new 
funding into agricultural research, much of which will benefit the eastern wheatbelt and this community. 

We have also made a significant upgrade in road funding for a lot of these communities in the wheatbelt. Millions 
of dollars has been invested in regional communities through the black spot and safer roads programs. We in this 
house have talked for a number of years about the high road fatality rates in the wheatbelt, and we are finally 
getting on to making those roads safer. We have a proposition to partner with the federal government to do even 
more. An amount of $7.6 million will be invested in the safer roads program to help make the network in the 
wheatbelt even safer. We are also putting in $650 000 to upgrade the York–Merredin road within the Shire of 
Merredin because many residents choose to travel that way instead of along Great Eastern Highway. We are also 
putting $530 000 towards widening the road and line markings to make it safer. These sections have been overdue 
for upgrade for many years. The McGowan government is getting on with the job of investing taxpayer funds 
into these vital pieces of infrastructure that promote both road safety and freight efficiency. We are putting 
$17.2 million into road safety treatments on Great Eastern Highway, which is the major highway to Kalgoorlie 
and goes through Merredin, and $70 million towards improvements to other regional roads across the state that 
have been identified as being at high risk of run-off-road crashes. That gets back to that safety initiative. 

We will spend $4 billion over our term of government through the royalties for regions program, some of which 
will benefit Merredin. We will invest $80 million to enhance rural bushfire capacity across the state through the 
new Rural Fire Division, and communities such as Merredin will be beneficiaries of that. The Minister for 
Child Protection; Women’s Interests; Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence; Community Services has also 
seen fit to allocate $4 million over the next four years to continue to fund accommodation to support 64 community 
neighbourhood centres, including the Merredin and Districts Childcare and Play School. That centre is a major 
beneficiary of funding from our government. 

The government has been doing many more things in the eastern wheatbelt and the community of Merredin in 
particular. I look forward to going again and again to Merredin to announce funding and present grants to the 
hardworking community organisations and members of that community. It is a great community. Let us talk up 
our regional towns, because they will have a great future if we all get behind them and believe in them. We need 
to stop talking down our regional communities. We need to work with the leadership in those communities to build 
better regional towns across the Agricultural Region. 

The PRESIDENT: I give the call to Hon Colin Tincknell. 
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